
 

 

 
 
 

Council 
 
 
 

Wednesday 5 December 2012 at 

2.00 pm 
 
Council Chamber, Town Hall, 
Pinstone Street, Sheffield S1 2HH 
 

 
The Press and Public are Welcome to Attend 
 
 
 



 

COUNCIL 

 

Wednesday 5 December 2012, at 2.00 pm 
Council Chamber, Town Hall, Pinstone Street, Sheffield S1 2HH 

 

The Press and Public are Welcome to Attend 
 

MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL 
 

THE LORD MAYOR (Councillor John Campbell) 
THE DEPUTY LORD MAYOR (Councillor Vickie Priestley) 

 

1 Arbourthorne Ward 10 Dore & Totley Ward 19 Mosborough Ward 
 Julie Dore 

John Robson 
Jack Scott 
 

 Keith Hill 
Joe Otten 
Colin Ross 
 

 David Barker 
Isobel Bowler 
Tony Downing 
 

2 Beauchief & Greenhill Ward 11 East Ecclesfield Ward 20 Nether Edge Ward 
 Simon Clement-Jones 

Clive Skelton 
Roy Munn 
 

 Garry Weatherall 
Steve Wilson 
Joyce Wright 
 

 Anders Hanson 
Qurban Hussain 
Nikki Bond 
 

3 Beighton Ward 12 Ecclesall Ward 21 Richmond Ward 
 Helen Mirfin-Boukouris 

Chris Rosling-Josephs 
Ian Saunders 
 

 Roger Davison 
Diana Stimely 
Penny Baker 
 

 John Campbell 
Martin Lawton 
Lynn Rooney 
 

4 Birley Ward 13 Firth Park Ward 22 Shiregreen & Brightside Ward 

 Denise Fox 
Bryan Lodge 
Karen McGowan 
 

 Alan Law 
Chris Weldon 
Shelia Constance 
 

 Sioned-Mair Richards 
Peter Price 
Peter Rippon 
 

5 Broomhill Ward 14 Fulwood Ward 23 Southey Ward 

 Shaffaq Mohammed 
Stuart Wattam 
Jayne Dunn 
 

 Andrew Sangar 
Janice Sidebottom 
Sue Alston 
 

 Leigh Bramall 
Tony Damms 
Gill Furniss 
 

6 Burngreave Ward 15 Gleadless Valley Ward 24 Stannington Ward 

 Jackie Drayton 
Ibrar Hussain 
Talib Hussain 
 

 Cate McDonald 
Tim Rippon 
Steve Jones 
 

 David Baker 
Vickie Priestley 
Katie Condliffe 
 

7 Central Ward 16 Graves Park Ward 25 Stockbridge & Upper Don Ward 

 Jillian Creasy 
Mohammad Maroof 
Robert Murphy 
 

 Denise Reaney 
Ian Auckland 
Bob McCann 
 

 Alison Brelsford 
Philip Wood 
Richard Crowther 
 

8 Crookes Ward 17 Hillsborough Ward 26 Walkley Ward 

 Sylvia Anginotti 
Geoff Smith 
Rob Frost 
 

 Janet Bragg 
Bob Johnson 
George Lindars-Hammond 
 

 Ben Curran 
Nikki Sharpe 
Neale Gibson 
 

9 Darnall Ward 18 Manor Castle Ward 27 West Ecclesfield Ward 

 Harry Harpham 
Mazher Iqbal 
Mary Lea 
 

 Jenny Armstrong 
Terry Fox 
Pat Midgley 
 

 Trevor Bagshaw 
Alf Meade 
Adam Hurst 
 

    28 Woodhouse Ward 

     Mick Rooney 
Jackie Satur 
Ray Satur 
 

 



 

 

John Mothersole Chief Executive 

 
Contact: Paul Robinson, Democratic Services 
 Tel: 0114 2734029 
 paul.robinson@sheffield.gov.uk 
 

PUBLIC ACCESS TO THE MEETING 

 
The Council is composed of 84 Councillors with one-third elected three years in four. 
Councillors are democratically accountable to the residents of their Ward. The 
overriding duty of Councillors is to the whole community, but they have a special 
duty to their constituents, including those who did not vote for them 
 
All Councillors meet together as the Council. Here Councillors decide the Council’s 
overall policies and set the budget each year. The Council appoints the Leader and 
at its Annual Meeting will appoint Councillors to serve on its Committees.  It also 
appoints representatives to serve on joint bodies and external organisations.   
 
A copy of the agenda and reports is available on the Council’s website at 
www.sheffield.gov.uk.  You can also see the reports to be discussed at the meeting if 
you call at the First Point Reception, Town Hall, Pinstone Street entrance.  The 
Reception is open between 9.00 am and 5.00 pm, Monday to Thursday and between 
9.00 am and 4.45 pm. on Friday, or you can ring on telephone no. 2734552.  You 
may not be allowed to see some reports because they contain confidential 
information.  These items are usually marked * on the agenda.  
 
Members of the public have the right to ask questions or submit petitions to Cabinet 
meetings.  Please see the website or contact Democratic Services for further 
information. 
 
Council meetings are normally open to the public but sometimes the Council may 
have to discuss an item in private.  If this happens, you will be asked to leave.  Any 
private items are normally left until last.  If you would like to attend the meeting 
please report to the First Point Reception desk where you will be directed to the 
meeting room. 
 
 

FACILITIES 

 
There are public toilets available, with wheelchair access, on the ground floor of the 
Town Hall.  Induction loop facilities are available in meeting rooms. 
 
Access for people with mobility difficulties can be obtained through the ramp on the 
side to the main Town Hall entrance. 



 

 

 

COUNCIL AGENDA 
5 DECEMBER 2012 

 
Order of Business 

 
1.   
 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

2.   
 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

 Members to declare any interests they have in the business to be 
considered at the meeting 
 

3.   
 

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS COUNCIL MEETING 
 

 To receive the record of the proceedings of the meeting of the Council 
held on 7th November, 2012, and to approve the accuracy thereof. 
 

4.   
 

PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND PETITIONS AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 

 To receive any questions or petitions from the public, or communications 
submitted by the Lord Mayor or the Chief Executive and to pass such 
resolutions thereon as the Council Procedure Rules permit and as may be 
deemed expedient 
 

5.   
 

MEMBERS' QUESTIONS 
 

5.1 
 
5.2 
 
 
5.3 

Questions relating to urgent business – Council Procedure Rule 16.6(ii). 
 
Supplementary questions on written questions submitted at this meeting – 
Council Procedure Rule 16.4. 
 
Questions on the discharge of the functions of the South Yorkshire Joint 
Authorities for Fire and Rescue, Integrated Transport and Pensions - 
Section 41 of the Local Government Act 1985 – Council Procedure Rule 
16.6(i). 
 
(NB. Minutes of recent meetings of the three South Yorkshire Joint 
Authorities have been made available to all Members of the Council via 
the following link https://meetings.sheffield.gov.uk/council-meetings/full-
council ) 
 

6.   
 

REPRESENTATION, DELEGATED AUTHORITY AND RELATED 
ISSUES 
 

 To consider any changes to the memberships and arrangements for 
meetings of Committees etc., delegated authority, and the appointment of 
representatives to serve on other bodies. 



 

 

 
7.   
 

GAMBLING ACT 2005 - STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES (POLICY) 
 

 Report of the Chief Executive 
 

8.   
 

NOTICE OF MOTION GIVEN BY COUNCILLOR PENNY BAKER 
 

 That this Council:- 
 
(a) welcomes the vote of tenants on the Future of Council Housing, 

which showed overwhelming support to return the management 
of Council housing to the Council; 

 
(b) reaffirms that the previous Administration had no preferred option 

for the management of Council housing and was dedicated to 
putting tenants in control of their future; 

 
(c) notes the ruling of the Information Commissioner that documents 

relating to the change, specifically the Project Business Case, 
should have been released when requested; 

 
(d) notes the report in The Sheffield Star on 16th November, 2012, 

which accused the Council of trying to “suppress publication of 
the report”, claimed the Council has “very serious questions” to 
answer, and stated that “ 

 
 “There were legitimate concerns [the Council] should have put 

before the tenants in an open and honest way – rather than to 
have tried to sweep it under the carpet and resist making it 
public”; 

 
(e) believes the current Administration, and in particular the Cabinet 

Member for Homes and Neighbourhoods, misled tenants by 
failing to provide them with fair, impartial and balanced 
information; 

 
(f) is disappointed that it appears that the Cabinet Member for 

Homes and Neighbourhoods did not trust the tenants of this City 
to make an informed judgement and regrets that, as a result of 
his Administration’s reckless actions, the vote may now be open 
to legal challenge; 

 
(g) feels that the Cabinet Member for Homes and Neighbourhoods 

has made a mockery of the Leader of the Council’s pledge that 
her Administration would be open and transparent; and 

 
(h) believes that the seriousness of these failings warrants an 

independent investigation and recommends that one is instigated 
without delay. 

 
 



 

 

9.   
 

NOTICE OF MOTION GIVEN BY COUNCILLOR LEIGH BRAMALL 
 

 That this Council:- 
 
(a) believes that developing the local economy and bringing the jobs, 

industries and businesses of the future to our area is a central 
challenge facing Sheffield and fully supports, advocates and 
endorses the key priority of the present Administration of being a 
business friendly Council with a focus on jobs; 

 
(b) supports the present Administration’s ambition for Sheffield to be 

the most business friendly city in the UK, through supporting 
businesses to succeed in Sheffield, offering support to help start 
and grow businesses and taking care of businesses using Council 
services; 

 
(c) notes that the present Administration and key members of the 

business community have worked hard to developed constructive 
and productive relationships and believes that this partnership 
working has never been stronger, something key to supporting job 
creation and business development in the City; 

 
(d) further welcomes that one of the first actions of the present 

Administration was to hold a business summit to listen to the views 
and asks of the business community and notes that the Council 
now holds three business summits every year; 

 
(e) welcomes the introduction of other measures to engage with the 

business community including a business visits programme, aimed 
at sharing information about the Council and business and to listen 
to what the Council can do better to support business; 

 
(f) notes that Sheffield is primarily a small and medium sized 

enterprise economy, with 97% of the business base employing 
fewer than 50 employees and to develop the local economy it is 
essential to help businesses grow, and help new businesses to 
start up, in addition to ensuring established businesses are 
sustained; 

 
(g) welcomes the focus of the present Administration on skills as key to 

supporting business and creating jobs in the City, noting the 
importance of providing the right skills to meet business needs and 
to support growth and provide a better future for Sheffield’s people; 

 
(h) further welcomes work with local businesses to create employment 

opportunities for young people and wholeheartedly supports the 
Sheffield Apprenticeship Programme where the Council has worked 
with many small businesses offering a subsidy to get young people 
into employment alongside the opportunity to study for a Level 2 
qualification;   



 

 

 
(i) remembers this is in stark contrast to the previous Administration 

who’s Leader broke a promise to commit £1 million of Council 
resources to support the previous Government’s Future Jobs 
Fund; 

 
(j) is proud that the Sheffield Apprenticeship Programme pioneered 

the City Deal for skills which adopts the model used in the 
Sheffield Apprenticeship Programme to create 4,000 
apprenticeships in small and medium sized enterprises by 2016 
and welcomes that the vision of the present Administration is 
responsible for this; 

 
(k) further welcomes the present Administration’s Keep Sheffield 

Working Fund which supports projects facilitating job creation 
such as the recently announced export scheme, helping Sheffield 
business expand into international markets and welcomes the 
collaboration between the Council, Sheffield Chamber of 
Commerce, South Yorkshire International Trade Forum and UK 
Trade and Investment in supporting the project; 

 
(l) welcomes the commitment of the present Administration to the 

regeneration of the City Centre and supports their efforts to 
reinvigorate the Sevenstone development, which had been held 
back under the previous Administration and by the present 
Government’s abysmal economic mismanagement; 

 
(m) regrets that the development was hindered by this present 

Government, of which the Member of Parliament for Sheffield 
Hallam is Deputy Prime Minister, whose lack of commitment to 
the development  was demonstrated through their decision to cut 
£12 million of support to the development as one of their first 
actions in Government and believes that actions speak louder 
than the Deputy Prime Minister’s empty words; 

 
(n) recalls with regret that the previous Administration completely 

failed to stand up for Sheffield when this decision was taken at 
the same time the Secretary of State for Business Innovation and 
Skills cancelled the £80 million loan for Sheffield Forgemasters 
and regrets that the main opposition group continue to put party 
interests before the City; 

 
(o) regrets that this Government’s short sighted economic approach 

was again demonstrated recently through their refusal to invest in 
proposals for a 650MW “clean coal” power station at Hatfield 
Colliery, near Doncaster, with public money and recalls that the 
scheme had previously been picked out by the EU as the most 
advanced Carbon, Capture and Storage project in Europe, putting 
it in pole position for a grant of around £250m from Brussels; 

 



 

 

(p) supports the development of the Moor Market and welcomes that 
work on the market is currently progressing well and welcomes 
the recent positive reports about the wider development of The 
Moor in the local media; 

 
(q) further supports the decision of the present Administration to 

support local market traders through reversing the shocking 
decision of the previous Administration to remove the subsidy on 
the rents for market traders, leading to a huge increase in rents 
for traders and recalls comments from traders that this move 
could have left Sheffield without any market at all; 

 
(r) further supports other measures supporting City Centre traders 

such as the introduction of a Shopper Rate for car parking over 
the Christmas period and the Chapel Walk project which aims to 
give start up businesses support to become stand alone High 
Street retailers; 

 
(s) further supports the actions taken by the present Administration 

to clamp down on street trading in the City Centre which 
threatens many businesses and is extremely concerned about 
reports that the Liberal Democrat MP, Jo Swinson, is advocating 
giving ‘pedlars’ a new freedom to trade and believes that this has 
the potential to sabotage the work undertaken by the present 
Administration to eradicate this practice and believes that this 
policy would be anti-business; 

 
(t) notes the consultation on the economic growth strategy for 

Sheffield and welcomes the vision articulated for Sheffield’s 
economy which includes a dynamic private sector, world class, 
high technology sectors, a skilled and productive workforce, an 
unrivalled quality of place, an inclusive economy and an 
enhanced reputation; and 

 
(u) resolves to continue to work to support the local economy and to 

develop the economic strategy working with local businesses to 
bring much needed jobs and business growth to the City. 

 
 

10.   
 

NOTICE OF MOTION GIVEN BY COUNCILLOR SHEILA CONSTANCE 
 

 That this Council:- 
 
(a) regrets that since this Government came to power there are more 

homeless people and people visiting food banks in Sheffield than 
ever before; 

 
(b) notes that the need for people to visit food banks has increased 

drastically over the past two years; 
 



 

 

(c) further notes that The Trussell Trust said its food bank network 
had fed almost 110,000 people since April 2012, compared with a 
total of 128,697 in the whole of 2011-12; 

 
(d) is aware that there are now seven food banks in Sheffield, which 

has more than doubled since the Coalition Government came to 
power; 

 
(e) is concerned about the disproportionate impact of homelessness 

on young people, who are more financially vulnerable and have 
less accommodation options open to them; 

 
(f) believes that it is doing what it can to help prevent homelessness 

in Sheffield but is faced with budget cuts which will mean less 
people will receive support when there is greatest need; 

 
(g) believes that this need for emergency shelter and food supplies 

has increased due to tough economic pressures; 
 
(h) is aware that many families who need emergency food are 

working families that are struggling to pay bills as well as feed 
their families; 

 
(i) is also aware that the majority of people who need emergency 

food need help due to disruptions in benefit payments; 
 
(j) expects this situation to get worse with the introduction of 

universal benefits; and 
 
(k) is thankful that the churches and volunteer groups in Sheffield 

give up their time and resources to help people who need 
emergency support and hopes they will continue to do this. 

 
 

11.   
 

NOTICE OF MOTION GIVEN BY COUNCILLOR SIMON CLEMENT 
JONES 
 

 That this Council:- 
 
(a) believes that Christmas trading provides an important boost and 

seasonal cheer to local businesses, particularly retailers in 
Sheffield’s City and District Centres; 

 
(b) notes that other local authorities, including neighbouring 

Rotherham and Barnsley and nearby Chesterfield, have 
announced that they will be offering free parking in the run up to 
Christmas this year; 

 
(c) recalls the budget amendment of the main opposition group, 

which proposed to allocate funds for the provision of free 



 

 

Christmas parking; 
 
(d) welcomes the decision to cut parking charges but believes if the 

current Administration were serious about their pledge to be 
“business-friendly” they would go further and provide a repeat of 
the previous Administration’s free Christmas parking scheme in 
Sheffield’s City and District Centres; 

 
(e) furthermore questions the decision of Town Hall “scrooges” to 

deny traders in Millhouses additional parking provision over the 
Christmas period; and 

 
(f) calls upon the Administration to reconsider their Christmas 

parking policy with immediate effect. 
 
 

12.   
 

NOTICE OF MOTION GIVEN BY COUNCILLOR HARRY HARPHAM 
 

 That this Council:- 
 
(a) congratulates the new Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC), 

Shaun Wright, for his election victory last month; 
 
(b) notes that Commissioner Wright won the election with 51% of the 

vote; 
 
(c) believes this Coalition Government policy was a complete 

shambles; 
 
(d) regrets that these elections cost £75m and saw the lowest ever 

turnout in a national poll; 
 
(e) is not surprised that with all ballots counted, turnout was 

approximately 14.9%; 
 
(f) believes the PCC elections were wrongly timed, under publicised 

and lacked the support to make the elections credible; 
 
(g) is concerned that the Electoral Commission described it as "a 

concern for everyone who cares about democracy"; 
 
(h) believes that the cost of the elections could have paid for 

thousands of frontline police officers; 
 
(i) is concerned that since the election, two Chief Constables have 

already resigned from their posts, suggesting the new position 
does not work well with the existing structure; 

 
(j) will work with our new PCC to ensure the vision that “people of 

South Yorkshire can live, work and learn in a place of safety and 



 

 

peace” is a reality; 
 
(k) supports the Commissioner in his aim to further develop 

neighbourhood policing, make sure victims and witnesses get a 
better deal, renew our focus on preventing crime and re-offending 
and ensure better co-ordination, communication and partnership 
between agencies; and 

 
(l) believes that despite the shambles of the PCC Elections, the 

Council is committed to working together with our elected PCC to 
ensure the safety of local residents and the effective running of 
South Yorkshire Police. 

 
 

13.   
 

NOTICE OF MOTION GIVEN BY COUNCILLOR NEALE GIBSON 
 

 That this Council:- 
 
(a) welcomes the news that a ceasefire between Israel and Hamas 

has now been agreed; 
 
(b) hopes this temporary ceasefire can be turned into a durable 

peace; 
 
(c) condemns the recent violence which resulted in the death of 158 

people including women and children; 
 
(d) supports calls for a full scale UN diplomatic initiative to end the 

violence, urging the Secretary General of the United Nations to 
travel to the region and believes sustained international 
engagement will be vital in helping to bring this conflict to an end; 

 
(e) believes this is due to deeper causes of the latest crisis, reflecting 

the failure over years and decades to achieve a two-state 
solution; 

 
(f) is thankful that a full-scale ground invasion was avoided as it 

would have been a disaster for the peoples of both Gaza and 
Israel, risking escalating the death toll and further damaging the 
hope for peace and security; 

 
(g) believes that real security for the citizens of Israel and Gaza will 

only be achieved through the re-invigoration of a serious political 
dialogue, aimed at establishing a lasting and regional peace; and 

 
(h) further believes that now the violence has stopped, talking should 

start so that progress can be made towards agreeing a 
negotiated two-state solution which will bring the security and 
peace that the people of the region deserve. 

 



 

 

 
14.   
 

NOTICE OF MOTION GIVEN BY COUNCILLOR JILLIAN CREASY 
 

 That this Council:- 
 
(a) notes that, despite the urgent need to reduce carbon emissions 

and expand the green economy,  the Energy Bill will not include a 
decarbonisation target for electricity production for 2030 and 
relies on gas power stations in the short to medium term; 

 
(b) recognises that the unreliable supply and high price of imported 

gas is likely to increase demand for UK shale gas despite the fact 
that the method of producing it (“fracking”) makes it one of the 
most  carbon-hungry and environmentally damaging fossil fuels, 
akin to tar sands and arctic drilling, which have all been described 
as "extreme extraction"; 

 
(c) will lead the way in our  own region by declaring our opposition to 

“extreme extraction” methods which involve using 
disproportionate amounts of energy to extract the fuel, and which 
destabilise and pollute the ground, water and atmosphere; and 

 
(d) will instead work to attract all possible funding to the City for 

projects which increase energy efficiency, sustainability and self 
sufficiency and which create jobs in the green economy.  

 
 

15.   
 

NOTICE OF MOTION GIVEN BY COUNCILLOR ROB FROST 
 

 That this Council:- 
 
(a) recalls the motion proposed by Councillor Clive Skelton on 13th 

June 2012, which urged the current Administration to rule out the 
closure of Bole Hill View Dementia Resource Centre; 

 
(b) notes with disappointment that the current Administration have 

now confirmed their plan to consult on closing Bole Hill View in 
March 2014; 

 
(c) believes Bole Hill View provides an invaluable service of help and 

support to those who suffer from dementia and their families; 
 
(d) thanks those who have already publicly shared their experiences 

of Bole Hill View, alongside the hundreds of local people who 
have signed petitions in support of the Centre; 

 
(e) welcomes the decision of the trade union UNISON to oppose the 

closure of Bole Hill View; and 
 
(f) urges the current Administration to reassess its spending 



 

 

priorities in order that Bole Hill View remains open. 
 
 

16.   
 

NOTICE OF MOTION GIVEN BY COUNCILLOR LEIGH BRAMALL 
 

 That this Council notes with great concern recently published figures 
indicating the failure of the Government’s Work Programme, with only 
3.53% of people enrolled on the scheme finding a job, missing the 5.5% 
target. 
 
 

17.   
 

NOTICE OF MOTION GIVEN BY COUNCILLOR DAVID BAKER 
 

 That this Council:- 
 
(a) notes the slump in green waste recycling in 2012 in the peak 

months of April to September and believes this is a result of the 
current Administration’s decision to end the free collection of 
green waste and their mismanagement of local recycling centres; 

 
(b) further notes the report of The Sheffield Star on 20th November 

2012, which stated: 
 
 “Coun Jack Scott, Sheffield Council cabinet member responsible 

for environment, said the fall had coincided with the authority 
taking a tougher line on the problem. But he has now revealed 
the decrease is partly due to a change in how Sheffield Homes 
records figures for dumping on estates.” 

 
(c) reminds Members that these latest embarrassments follow a 

string of failures under the tenure of the current Cabinet Member 
for Environment, Recycling and Streetscene, including: 

 
(i) a failure to effectively communicate changes, despite 

spending £400,000, which resulted in hundreds of families 
missing their first black bin collection under the new 
fortnightly system; 

 
(ii) utter confusion over an amnesty on closed lids and 

additional sacks, which saw the Council and Veolia 
offering contradictory advice; 

 
(iii) over a thousand complaints a day during the first week of 

fortnightly bin collections; 
 
(iv) complete mismanagement of local recycling centres and 

the failure to avoid strikes; and 
 
(v) a swift u-turn on a proposal to offer the charged-for green 

bin service across the City, but only after 14,000 greens 



 

 

bins had already been chipped and pelletted; 
 
(d) believes this represents one of the most inept starts to a Cabinet 

career in Sheffield City Council history; 
 
(e) feels that this farcical catalogue of errors was reflected in a recent 

poll on The Star’s website, which saw 54% of local people state 
that waste collections were not working in Sheffield; 

 
(f) notes the announcement of funds awarded under the Coalition 

Government’s £250 million Weekly Collection Support Scheme, 
which saw a number of councils awarded over £10 million; 

 
(g) laments the decision of the current Administration in refusing to 

swallow their pride and submit a more ambitious bid to the fund, 
which could have saved local services for thousands of 
Sheffielders; 

 
(h) believes that the current Administration failed to stand up for 

Sheffield by not submitting a more ambitious bid, and regrets that 
it will now be extremely difficult to revert back to weekly black bin 
collections; and 

 
(i) calls upon the Administration to undertake a genuine review of 

the City’s waste services as opposed to the Administration’s last 
consultation on waste services, which was criticised in the local 
press for its “weighted” questions. 

 
 
 

 

Chief Executive  
 
Dated this 29 day of November 2012 
 
 
The next ordinary meeting of the Council will be held on 23 January 2013 at the 
Town Hall 
 
 


